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The Secretary, 

An Bord Pleanála, 

64 Marlborough Street, 

Dublin 1,  

D01V902. 

21st August 2020 

Re:  Application for Substitute Consent pursuant to Notice issued under 
Section 177B of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) in 
relation to Derrybrien Windfarm, Co. Galway 

Applicant: Gort Windfarms Limited 

A Chara, 

Further to receipt of a notice under Section 177B of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 
(as amended) [Notice attached as Attachment 1] find enclosed an application for Substitute 
Consent in relation to Derrybrien Wind Farm and associated development, in County Galway. 

I refer to previous correspondence with An Bord Pleanála (ABP).  By way of an email dated 10th 
August 2020 (Attachment 2) ABP reviewed specific application details and advised as follows: 

 The wording of the draft public notices submitted by email appear to be adequate
 Proposed arrangements in relation to notices (site notices and newspaper notices)

appeared to be in order;
 The applicable fee was €38,000;
 the Applicant would provide the Board with Board require 6 hard copies and 10 electronic

copies of the application with additional copies provided if required;
 Proposals in relation to drawing scales are agreeable.

The application includes the following documents: 

1. This Cover Letter;
2. Application form (see Volume 1 of this pack);
3. Cheque made payable to An Bord Pleanála in the amount of €38,000 (Attachment 3 to

this letter);
4. EIA portal confirmation notice (Attachment 4 to this letter);
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5. Site notice as erected on site at various locations on 21st August 2020 (see Volume 1 of
this pack);

6. Newspaper notice as published in the Irish Independent and Connacht Tribune (see
Volume 1 of this pack);

7. Planning Report x 6 hard and 10 electronic copies (see Volume 1 of this pack);
8. Plans and Drawings x 6 hard and 10 electronic copies (see Volume 2 of this pack);
9. Remedial Environmental Impact Assessment Report x 6 hard and 10 electronic copies

(see Volume 2 of this pack);
10. Remedial Natura Impact Statement x 6 hard and 10 electronic copies (see Volume 2 of

this pack).

In relation to drawings, please note that in order to facilitate the review of the drawing pack we 
enclose: 

 Within Volume 1, a clearly labelled folder containing not-to-scale prints of all application
drawings printed at A3– which are also provided at the appropriate scales,

 Within Volume 2, a folder providing all of the rEIAR figures at A3, noting those figures
are provided within the rEIAR at A4.

It is the intention of the Applicant to secure, in due course, all other consents to regularise the 
status of this development, including Waste Licences, if and where applicable. 

I trust all application details are in order, if you have any queries please contact me on 087 
2802944. 

Is mise le meas, 

Helen O’Keeffe BE(Civil) MRUP MSc MIEI MIPI 

Senior Planner, Engineering and Major Projects, ESB 



Attachment 1 

Notice issued by Galway County Council under Section 177B of the Planning and 
Development Act, 2000 (as amended) in relation to Derrybrien Windfarm, Co. Galway 



















Attachment 2 

Confirmation of Agreement of Application Details with An Bord Pleanála  
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O'Keeffe. Helen (Engineering and Major Projects)

From: Muiriosa Cassells <M.Cassells@pleanala.ie>
Sent: Monday 10 August 2020 18:22
To: O'Keeffe. Helen (Engineering and Major Projects)
Cc: Mary Holohan
Subject: RE: Substitute Consent Application: Derrybrien Wind Farm, Co. Galway

Hi Helen 

As discussed. The notices and documentation seem satisfactory and will be further reviewed when application received by the Inspectorate. 

Regards 

Muiriosa Cassells 

From: Helen OKeeffe [mailto:helen.okeeffe@esb.ie]  
Sent: Thursday 30 July 2020 21:25 
To: Muiriosa Cassells  
Subject: Substitute Consent Application: Derrybrien Wind Farm, Co. Galway 
Importance: High 

Dear Muiríosa, 

Further to receipt of a Notice from Galway County Council issued under Section 177B of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) [attached as Attachment 1] 
Gort Windfarms Ltd. is are in the final stages of compiling the application documents in relation to a Substitute Consent application for the Derrybrien Wind Farm Project in 
County Galway. I will be acting as Agent for Gort Windfarms Limited on this application.  

In advance of the submission, I wish to please confirm the following with the Board: 

1. Wording of the Public Notices

I attach a draft Site Notice and Newspaper Ad – Attachments 2 and 3. You will note I have left a space for a register reference number – pending clarification whether ABP 
will assigne a reference number for this file in advance of the submission being made. 

Can you please confirm that the wording of the notices is to the satisfaction of the Board? 
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2. Location of Site Notices 

The application site extends over some 514 Ha. Significant parts of the site are remote from public roads. Furthermore there are a significant number of access routes to 
various parts of the site.  

Given the extensive nature of the site, we have identified 17 No. locations where site notices may be required, identified on the attached map [Attachment 4]. In identifying 
this requirement, we note that ‐ pursuant to Article 17(3) of the Planning and Development Regulations there is no requirement to erect a site notice for a development 
consisting of an overhead transmission line, but have taken a precautionary approach to ensure that the public are aware that this application is being made and erected
notices at all reasonable locations.  

Can you please confirm that this approach is to the satisfaction of the Board? 

3. Newspaper Ads 
We propose to publish two newspaper ads ‐ one in a National Newspaper (the Irish Independent) and one in a Regional Newspaper (Connacht Tribune), in compliance with
the requirements under the Act and Regulations. These publication is approved by Galway County Council for planning ads in its functional area.  

Can you please confirm this approach is to the satisfaction of the Board?  

4. Application Fee 
The application fee has been calculated as follows, based on the inclusion of three classes of development: 

Class  Relevant Area  Applicable Fee  Calculation 
Class 4. The provision of buildings other than buildings 
coming within class 1, 2 or 3. 

Substation buildings, storage containers = 455.72 
sq. m. 

€80 for each building, or €3.60 for each square metre of 
gross floor space to be provided, whichever is the greater.  

= 3.60 x 455.72 
= €1,640.59 

Class 10 The provision of overhead transmission or 
distribution lines for conducting electricity, or overhead 
telecommunications lines 

7.8km OHL  €80, or €50 for each 1,000 metres length, or part thereof, 
whichever is the greater.  

=50 x 8  
= €400 

Class 13. Development not coming within any of the 
foregoing classes. 

All other development (includes roadways, verges, 
foundation bas areas, crane hardstandings, 
substation compounds) over the 514 Ha site  

€80, or €10 for each 0.1 hectare of site area, whichever is 
the greater. 

=(514 / 0.1) * 10 
= €51,400 

On the basis of the above the application fee is €53,440.59.  

However, per Paragraph 4, Section 3 of Schedule 9 ‘Maximum and minimum fees for planning applications’, the maximum fee payable to a planning authority by an 
applicant in respect of any planning application other than an application mentioned in paragraph 1 (application for outline permission), 2 (application for or 3 (application 
for retention of unauthorised development) shall be €38,000.  

Can the Board please confirm its calculation of the application fee as above and that the applicable fee is €38,000? 

5. Number of Copies of Documentation to be Submitted and Format of Same 
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The Substitute Consent application pack comprises 2 volumes of documents – Statutory application documents (including c.65 drawings) and Planning Report, 
Environmental Documents – the rEIAR and rNIS. We propose to provide the Board with 6 No. (printed) hard copies of the application pack and 10 No. CDs containing the 
files in a readable and searchable (PDF) format. Additional copies can, of course, be provided as required. It is noted that the applicant proposes to post the application 
documents on a project website – www.derrybrienwindfarm.ie thereby ensuring it is available to members of the public.  

Can the Board please confirm this is agreeable – or specify alternative number of copies for both hard and soft copies? 

6. Drawing Scales 

In the context of the extensive site subject of this application, and having regard to the requirements of the Planning and Development Act, as amended and Regulations, 
we propose to submit drawings at the most meaningful scale possible. This will facilitate the review of the application pack for all readers. 

Having regard the to the provision under the Regulations where an Applicant may agree alternative scales for drawings with the Planning Authority, prior to the submission 
of the application, agreement on the following is requested:  

 Site Location Map – the typical requirement is for a site location map not less than 1:1,000 in a built‐up area and 1:2,500 in all other areas. For ease of site
identification and inspection – whereby the entire site can be seen in context, a ‘Strategic Site Location Map, is provided at 1:50,000 (to facilitate site identification)
1:15,000 and 1:10,000 with varying levels of detail. Collectively these drawings will provide all information required under the Regulations – including details such as 
distances of structures from boundaries. More detailed site location / layout maps at 1:2,500 are then provided – noting that there are 17 such sheets required to
cover the entire site.  

 Other Plans, Elevations and Sections – The planning pack comprises drawings of existing structures. Given the large‐scale of many of the these features,
these are shown at the most relevant scales ‐ typically at 1:500 and 1:200, though there may be a deviation from the standard where necessary to capture and display 
all details. 

In addition to scaled drawings we propose to print two copies of the drawings within an A3 folder. We propose clearly label that these drawings are not to scale, 
noting that they are provided for ease of review.  

A similar approach will be taken to the Figures set out in the EIAR – which will be printed at A4 within the body of the documents with a separate folder containing 
all at A3 – again for the ease of review.  

Can you please confirm that this approach is to the satisfaction of the Board? 

7. Timeframe for Submission - You will note that an initial notice was issued by Galway County Council on 9th June and that notice was confirmed on 
23rd July. The Notice requires Gort Windfarm Limited to submit an application to An Bord Pleanála within 12 weeks i.e. by 31st August 2020. As permitted 
under S.177E(4) of the Act, Gort Windfarms Ltd. requests that the Board extends this deadline by a further 2 weeks i.e. until 14th September 2020, to facilitate 
this substantial submission within a reasonable timeframe.  
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Many thanks for your consideration of these items. I am out of the office next week but – given the timeframes involved, will be available on email or the below number 
should any queries arise or if the Board would like to discuss any other issues in advance of this submission being made. 

Kind regards 
Helen 

Helen O’Keeffe | Senior Planner | Engineering and Major Projects | ESB  
T: +353 1 703 7014 | M: 087 280 2944 | www.esb.ie  
One Dublin Airport Central, Dublin Airport, Cloghran, Co. Dublin 

 Please don’t print this email unless you really need to 

An timpeallacht? - Smaoinigh air sula bpriontáileann tú an r-phost seo. 
Please consider the Environment before printing this email.  

* ** *** ** * ** *** ** * ** *** ** *
Tá an t-eolas sa ríomhphost seo agus in aon chomhad a ghabhann leis rúnda agus ceaptha le haghaidh úsáide an té nó an aonáin ar seoladh chuige iad agus na 
húsáide sin amháin. 
Is tuairimí nó dearcthaí an údair amháin aon tuairimí nó dearcthaí ann, agus ní gá gurb ionann iad agus tuairimí nó dearcthaí ESB. 
Má bhfuair tú an ríomhphost seo trí earráid, ar mhiste leat é sin a chur in iúl don seoltóir. 
Scanann ESB ríomhphoist agus ceangaltáin le haghaidh víreas, ach ní ráthaíonn sé go bhfuil ceachtar díobh saor ó víreas agus ní glacann dliteanas ar bith as 
aon damáiste de dhroim víreas. 
https://www.esb.ie/contact 

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. 
Any views or opinions presented are solely those of the author, and do not necessarily represent those of ESB. 
If you have received this email in error please notify the sender. 
Although ESB scans e-mail and attachments for viruses, it does not guarantee that either is virus-free and accepts no liability for any damage sustained as a 
result of viruses. 
https://www.esb.ie/contact 

* ** *** ** * ** *** ** * ** *** ** *



Attachment 3 

Substitute Consent Application Fee 





Attachment 4 

EIA Portal Receipt 
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O'Keeffe. Helen (Engineering and Major Projects)

From: EIAportal <EIAportal@housing.gov.ie>
Sent: Monday 17 August 2020 16:10
To: O'Keeffe. Helen (Engineering and Major Projects)
Subject: EIA Portal Confirmation Notice Portal ID 2020136 Gort Windfarms Limited

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

A Chara, 

An EIA Portal notification was received on 17/08/2020 in respect of this proposed application. The information 
provided has been uploaded to the EIA Portal on 17/08/2020 under EIA Portal ID number 2020136 and is available 
to view at 
http://housinggovie.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d7d5a3d48f104ecbb206e7e5f84b71f1. 

Portal ID: 2020136 

Competent Authority: An Bord Pleanála 

Applicant Name: Gort Windfarms Limited 

Location: 514 Ha site with central grid co‐ordinates Grid Ref: 561,721.91 easting, 701,596.12 northing [ITM]. 
Derrybrien Wind Farm eircode is H62 PE08 

Description: the constructed (1) Derrybrien wind farm and all on‐site works; (2) a 110kV electricity grid connection; 
(3) all ancillary works associated with the construction of those elements; and the continued operation of all 

Linear Development: Yes 

Date Uploaded to Portal: 17/08/2020 

Regards 

Aisling Holohan 

—— 
EIA Portal team 

—— 

An Roinn Tithíochta, Pleanála agus Rialtais Áitiúil 
Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 

Teach an Chustaim, Baile Átha Cliath 1, D01 W6X0 
Custom House, Dublin 1, D01 W6X0 

—— 
T +353 (0) 1 888 2000  DD +353 (0) 888 2873 

www.housing.gov.ie 
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********************************************************************** 
Is faoi rún agus chun úsáide an té nó an aonán atá luaite leis, a sheoltar an ríomhphost seo agus aon comhad atá 
nasctha leis. Má bhfuair tú an ríomhphost seo trí earráid, déan teagmháil le bhainisteoir an chórais. 

Deimhnítear leis an bhfo‐nóta seo freisin go bhfuil an teachtaireacht ríomhphoist seo scuabtha le bogearraí 
frithvíorais chun víorais ríomhaire a aimsiú. 

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity 
to whom they are addressed. If you have received this email in error please notify the system manager. 

This footnote also confirms that this email message has been swept by anti‐virus software for the presence of 
computer viruses. 
********************************************************************** 




